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ABSTRACT 



An electroendoscope apparatus which uses a plurality of 
types of electroendoscopes having solid-state imaging 
devices of different specifications and which performs signal 
processing on the basis of a plurality of signal processing 
systems, which includes: a video memory device used 
commonly among the plurality of signal processing systems; 
a circuit data recording device for recording circuit data 
corresponding to each of the plurality of signal processing 
systems; and a signal processing device, composed of pro- 
grammable logic elements, which forms a dedicated pro- 
cessing circuit corresponding to each of the plurality of 
signal processing systems on the basis of the circuit data 
recorded by the circuit data recording device. 

11 Claims, 10 Drawing Sheets 
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FIG.6 
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ELECTROENDOSCOPE APPARATUS 

This application is a continuation of application Ser. No. 
07/980,751 filed Nov. 24, 1992, now abandoned 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 5 

1. Held of the Invention 

The present invention relates to an electroendoscope 
apparatus to which a plurality of types of endoscopes having 
different types of solid- state imaging devices are connected. 10 

2. Description of the Related Art 

As is well known, an electroendoscope apparatus makes 
it possible to observe the inside of living bodies or the like 
which cannot be observed directly by the naked eye and is 
widely used for observation and curing mainly in the field of 
medical treatment In recent years, electroendoscope appa- 
ratuses which convert a subject image into electrical signals 
by using solid-state imaging devices, such as CCDs, so as to 
enable the image to be observed by a monitor, have come to 2Q 
be widely used. 

Various types of endoscopes corresponding to the places 
to be observed by the electroendoscope apparatus are used. 
These endoscopes are connected to a light source apparatus, 
a signal processing apparatus or the like and then used ^ 
Therefore, a plurality of types of signal processing circuits 
are needed to handle the types of solid-state imaging devices 
provided in the endoscope. 

Accordingly, for the purpose of providing an apparatus 
which can operate a plurality of types of endoscopes having 30 
solid-state imaging devices each having a different number 
of pixels, an apparatus having a detection circuit of an 
endoscope is provided in the main body thereof has been 
disclosed in Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 63-186618. 
This apparatus switches to the most appropriate endoscope 35 
according to the detected signals, depending upon the endo- 
scopes to which drive pulses for the solid-state imaging 
device and a signal processing circuit are connected 

In addition, an electroendoscope apparatus has been dis- 
closed in U.S. Pat No. 4,891,695, in which features in the 40 
arrangement of pixels, such as pixel size, are made the same 
in two or more solid-state imaging devices of a plurality of 
the usable solid-state imag ing devices within the apparatus. 
This apparatus is designed to easily switch a signal process- 
ing circuit corresponding to an endoscope having different 45 
solid-state imaging devices by using a low-cost arrange- 
ment 

However, since dedicated circuits corresponding to each 
of the solid-state imaging devices must be provided and 
switched in the conventional electroendoscope apparatus, its 50 
circuitry becomes complex and the apparatus becomes 
enlarged When an endoscope having solid-state imaging 
devices having pixel arrangements which are quite different 
is used, signal processing apparatuses having different con- 
structions need to be switched Thus, the apparatus also S5 
becomes complex. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
A first object of the present invention is to provide an 
electroendoscope apparatus which is usable far a plurality of 60 
different types of endoscopes or endoscopes of a plurality of 
systems, in which common circuits are used without pro- 
viding a plurality of types of solid-state imaging devices, or 
dedicated circuits usable for a plurality of imaging systems 
or TV systems. Thus, the scale of the circuits is reduced 65 

A second object of the present invention is to provide an 
electroendoscope apparatus which is capable of performing 
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signal processing most suitable for electroendoscopes used 
without requiring dedicated circuits for each solid-state 
imaging device, so as to make it possible to process signals 
from a plurality of types of solid-state imaging devices. 

A third object of the present invention is to provide an 
electroendoscope apparatus which does not require indi- 
vidual dedicated circuits in a plurality of types of endo- 
scopes having different solid-state imaging devices or endo- 
scopes of a plurality of systems and which is capable of 
configuring system flexibly. 

A fourth object of the present invention is to provide an 
electroendoscope apparatus having a small amount of cir- 
cuitry which is usable for a plurality of systems irrespective 
of differences in the number of pixels of solid-state imaging 
devices, and differences in TV systems, imaging systems or 
the like. 

To these ends, according to the present invention, there is 
provided an electroendoscope apparatus which uses a plu- 
rality of types of electroendoscopes having solid-state imag- 
ing devices of different specifications and which performs 
signal processing in conformity with a plurality of signal 
processing systems, the electroendoscope apparatus com- 
prising: video memory means used commonly among the 
plurality of signal processing systems; circuit data recording 
means for recording circuit data corresponding to the plu- 
rality of signal processing systems; and signal processing 
means, composed of programmable logic elements, which 
forms dedicated processing circuits corresponding to each of 
the plurality of signal processing systems on the basis of 
circuit data recorded by the circuit data recording means. 

The above and further objects and novel features of the 
invention will more fully appear from the following detailed 
description when the same is read in connection with the 
accompanying drawings. It is to be expressly understood 
however, that the drawings are for the purpose of illustration 
only and are not intended as a definition of the limits of the 
invention. 

. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
FIGS. 1(a) and 1(b) are views schematically illustrating 
the construction of an electroendoscope apparatus according 
to a first embodiment of the present invention, In which FIG. 
1(a) illustrates the construction of the electroendoscope 
apparatus when an endoscope having a high-density pixel 
type solid-state imaging device is connected to the electro- 
endoscope apparatus, and FIG. 1(b) illustrates the construc- 
tion of the apparatus when an endoscope having a compact 
solid-state imaging device is connected to the electroendo- 
scope apparatus; 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating the construction of 
the electroendoscope apparatus according to the first 
embodiment; 

FIG. 3 is a view schematically illustrating the construc- 
tion of a logic cell array (LCA) according to the first 
embodiment; 

FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating the functional 
arrangement of a signal processing circuit in a case where a 
high-density pixel type solid-state imaging device is con- . 
nected to the electroendoscope according to the first embodi- 
ment; 

FIG. 5 is a block diagram illustrating the functional 
arrangement of the signal processing circuit in a case where 
a compact solid-state imaging device is connected to the 
electroendoscope according to the first embodiment; 

FIG. 6 is a block diagram illustrating the construction of 
an electroendoscope apparatus according to a second 
embodiment of the present invention; 
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FIG. 7 is a block diagram illustrating the construction of processing image data from the video memory circuit 15 and 

an electroendoscope apparatus according to a third emfoodi- image signals from the A/D converter 14. Signal processing 

ment of the present invention; is performed so as to obtain video signals which can be 

FIG. 8 is a block diagram illustrating a functional arrange- displayed on the TV monitor 5. 

ment of a signal processing circuit in a case where a 5 The signal processing circuit 16 is formed of a logic cell 

simultaneous system electroendoscope apparatus used for an array (LCA). which is one type of a field programmable gate 

NTSC system is connected to a camera control unit accord- array (FFGA), so that it can be programmed on the basis of 

ing to a fourth embodiment of the present invention; circuit data. The input of the D/A converter 17 is connected 

FIG. 9 is an illustration of a mosaic filter of a color t0 me 0Ut P ut of ^ memory circuit 15. Digital video 

difference sequential system according to the fourth embodi- 10 signals stored in the video memory circuit 15 when signal 

ment. processing is performed by the signal processing circuit 16 

FIG. 10 is a characteristic view illustrating spectral char- » % ^ A "■««•■ 17 **> W 

acteiistics of each filter of the mosaic filler of FIG. 9 and t0 * e ^ momtor * 

according to the fourth embodiment; Various types of peripheral units and a CPU 18 for 

FIGS. ll( 0 >-ll(g) illustrate the principles of color sepa- controlling a f^nt operation panel are also the 

ration of the 'color difference sequential system according to camera c0 " tr *** 3 " .^Peripheral units and toe CPU 18 

the fourth embodiment; and are connected to the signal processing arcuit 16. 

... , , , ,. .„ , Data ROMs 19 and 20, which serve as circuit data 

FIG. 12 is a block diagram illustrating a functional recordill meaDS m wh ich circuit data corresponding to 

arrangement of a signal processing circuit when a surface 20 respective bm4n CCDs are recorded, are provided within 

sequential system electroendoscope apparatus used for a ^ dcctrocndoscopes A1 and B2 . respectively. 

phase alteration by hne (PAL) system is connected to the ' u . * . ~ A . . • Tr * ^ t 

r ^_ , ^ *. A*, h ,« ... A As shown m FIG. 3, an LCA 121 is a logic IC driven bv 

camera control unit according to the fourth embodiment. . ' . ^ * 7 

0 a program in the same manner as a microcomputer. A matrix 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 25 ° f logic blocks (configurable lo & c block: CLB) 122 is 

PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS provided inside the LCA 121, and a plurality of I/O blocks 

(IOB) 123 are arranged in the peripheral portion of the logic 

The first embodiment of the present invention will be blocks 122. The functions of these logic blocks 122 and I/O 

explained below with reference to FIGS. 1 to 5. blocks 123, and the internal connection thereof may be 

As shown in FIG. an electroendoscope Al is pro- 30 configured. A logic circuit is formed by a configuration 

vided with a high-density type CCDJU1 having many program based on the circuit data mentioned above, 

pixels serving as a solid-state imaging device in the extreme The I/O blocks 123 can be programmed so that each block 

end portion thereof in order that it can easily detect very becomes a port for either input, output, or both. Data is 

small physical changes caused by a disease even though the transmitted from the I/O blocks 123 to the logic blocks 122 

outer dimensions of the electroendoscope are large. As 35 and vice versa. The logic blocks 122 have programmable 

shown in FIG. 1(b), an electroendoscope B2 is provided combination circuits and storage registers so that a logic 

with a compact CCD.B12 having a small number of pixels circuit is formed on the basis of input data. Programmable 

as a solid-state imaging device in an extreme end portion switches (not shown) are arranged in a matrix form in the 

thereof and is suitable for observing narrow lumina, such as LCA 121 so that the internal connection of arbitrary points 

bronchi, because the outer dimensions of the electroendo- ^ on the chip may be formed by a program. Logic blocks 122 

scope are small though the resolution thereof is slightly are connected to I/O blocks 123 as desired by turning on or 

lower than that of the electroendoscope Al. An electroen- off the switching matrix on the basis of the circuit data, 

doscope apparatus of this embodiment is so arranged that the Next, the operation of this embodiment will be explained 

electroendoscope Al and the electroendoscope B2 can be As previously mentioned in FIG. 2, data ROMs 19 and 20, 

connected to each other 45 ^ wn ich the circuit data of the signal processing circuit 16 

Hie electroendoscopes Al and B2 are connected to a is recorded, are provided within the electroendoscopes Al 

camera control unit 3 which controls the electroendoscopes and B2, respectively. The camera control unit 3 usable for a 

Al and B2 whose arrangements of CCDs are different from plurality of types of CCDs is formed by changing the circuit 

each other and which outputs video signals suitable for of the signal processing circuit 16 formed of an LCA on the 

observation even with different types of CCDs. Hie camera 50 basis of the circuit data so that the CCD can be used for each 

control unit is also connected to a light source apparatus 4 of the electroendoscopes. 

which generates illumination light used for observation, A When the electroendoscope Al is connected to the camera 

TV monitor 5 which inputs video signals for observation and control unit 3, circuit data is loaded from data ROM 19 into 

displays a subject image is connected to the camera control the signal processing circuit 16. Thereupon, the signal 

unit 3 so that the subject image obtained by the electroen- 55 processing circuit 16 forms a processing circuit for perform- 

doscope Al or B2 can be displayed on the TV monitor S. ing optimum processing on each of the connected electro- 

The construction of the camera control unit 3 is shown in endoscopes. 
FIG. 2. Hie camera control unit 3 is provided with a Then, a signal for driving CCD.A11 is input from the 
preamplifier 13 for amplifying output signals from the signal processing circuit 16 to the electroendoscope Al. 
CCD All and CCD.B12 of the electroendoscopes Al and 60 Image signals obtained by the CCD Jill are amplified by the 
B2, respectively. The preamplifier 13 is connected to an A/D preamplifier 13. The amplified image signals are converted 
converter 14 for converting amplified image signals into into digital signals by the A/D converter 14 and stored in the 
digital signals. The A/D converter 14 is connected to a video video memory circuit 15. The image signals are also con- 
memory circuit 15 which serves as video memory means far verted into standard TV signals by the signal processing 
storing signals output from the A/D converter 14 and to a 65 circuit 16. The video signals converted into standard TV 
signal processing circuit 16 which serves as signal process- signals are converted into analog signals by the D/A con- 
ing means for controlling the video memory circuit 15 and vertex 17 and output to the TV monitor 5. 
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The CPU 18 for control purposes inputs control signals 
from ah unillustrated front operation panel, performs com- 
munication with the light source apparatus 4, and controls 
various peripheral units on the basis of input control signals 
or the like. 

Referring now to FIG. 4, the operation of the video 
memory circuit 15 and the signal processing circuit 16 will 
be explained in detail. 

The portions surrounded by dashed lines indicate function 
blocks of the signal processing circuit 16 based on an LCA 
formed of circuit data from the data ROM 19. The portion 
surrounded by an alternately long and short dashed line 
indicates a function block of the video memory circuit 15. 

The high-density type CCD.A11 provided in the electro- 
endoscope Al is driven by signals generated by a CCD 
driver A21. System clock outputted to each synchronization 
circuit and timing signals required for each circuit are 
generated by a synchronization signal generation circuit 22 
and output to each circuit 

On the other hand, signals of the image obtained by the 
CCD All are input to a two-line addition circuit 23 through 
the preamplifier 13 and the A/D converter 14. Video signals 
which are read out simultaneously from two lines are added 
by the two-line addition circuit 23. The reason for reading 
out signals simultaneously from two lines is to read out all 
data within a period of one field because the CCDA11 
provided in the electroendoscope Al is of a high-density 
type and the number of pixels is large. In this way, regular 
video signals are obtained by adding signals from two lines. 

Then, the levels of the image signals of R, G and B of the 
signals added by the two-line addition circuit 23 are made to 
meet with each other by a white balance circuit 24. At this 
time, the levels of the image signals of R, G and B are held 
digitally, and the gain is adjusted so that the levels of the 
RGB signals become equal. The gradations of white bal- 
anced video signals converted by a y correction circuit 25 are 
converted so that when the video signals are displayed on the 
TV monitor 5, correct gradation characteristics are shown. 

The y-corrected video signals are stored in an image 
memory 31 and also input to a chromatic aberration pre- 
vention freeze circuit 26. The chromatic aberration preven- 
tion freeze circuit 26 performs freezing by a combination of 
RGB which produces the smallest amount of chromatic 
aberration of RGB in a fixed amount of period. In this case, 
the correlation of RGB is detected, and the image memory 
31 is controlled so that video signals recorded in the image 
memory are output by a combination of RGB having the 
highest correlation. 

Vertical and horizontal highlighting operations are per- 
formed on the video signals output from the image memory 
31 by an enhance circuit 27. The video signals arc stored in 
a line memory 32 and used when this highlighting operation 
is performed Therefore, the enhance circuit 27 also controls 
the line memory 32. 

The video signals in which improvements are made in 
their wide areas by the enhance circuit 27 are stored in an 
image memory 33. Correction of chromatic aberrations 
during observation is performed by an address counter 28 
and an moving-image chromatic aberration correction cir- 
cuit 29. In this correction, data is stored in the image 
memory 33 in a period during which the color signals of R, 
G and B change, and pixels which have changed are detected 
by comparing the stored data with the current data. Pixels 
which are determined to have chromatic aberrations from 
among the pixels which have changed are corrected by the 
moving-image chromatic aberration correction circuit 29. 
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The image memory 33 in which RGB signals are recorded 
is controlled by the address counter 28. 

A screen mask signal generation circuit 30 generates a 
mask signal for masking areas other than the image pick-up 

5 areas of the CCD of the area displayed on the TV monitor 
5, and inputs the mask signal to the address counter 28 so 
that the area in which the address counter 28 should be 
updated is determined by the screen mask signal. The video 
signals in which chromatic aberrations during the observa- 

l0 tion of the moving image has been corrected by the moving- 
image chromatic aberration correction circuit 29 are con- 
verted into analog signals by the D/A converter 17 and 
output to the TV monitor 5. 

The video signals white-balanced by the white balance 
circuit 24 are input to a light-control circuit 34 in which a 
signal for controlling the aperture of the light source appa- 
ratus 4 is generated on the basis of the video signals. 

Next, a detailed explanation will be given about the 
operation of the video memory circuit 15 and the signal 

20 processing circuit 16 in the case where the compact elec- 
troendoscope B2 is connected to the camera control unit 3. 

When the electroendoscope B2 is connected to the camera 
control unit 3, circuit data is loaded into the signal process- 
ing circuit 16 from data ROM 20 provided within the 

23 electroendoscope B2 in the same manner as in the electro- 
endoscope AL Thereupon, the function block shown in FIG. 
5 is formed in the signal processing circuit 16. The same 
components as when the electroendoscope Al is connected 
are given the same reference numerals, and only portions 

3Q which differ will be explained 

Image signals amplified by the preamplifier 13 and con- 
verted into digital signals by the A/D converter 14 have a 
small number of pixels. Since an observed image is dis- 
played on only a part of the screen unless otherwise 

35 modified, vertical and horizontal interpolation operations are 
performed by an interpolation and enlargement circuit 43. 
Since enhancement corresponding to the number of effective 
pixels is performed by an enhance circuit 47, it enhances 
video signals whose frequencies are slightly lower than 

40 those in the electroendoscope Al. Therefore, the setting of 
the enhance circuit 47 is different from that of the enhance 
circuit 27 used in the electroendoscope Al. 

Although the display area for the image on the TV 
monitor is enlarged by the interpolation and enlargement 

45 circuit 43 to a display area substantially the same as in the 
high-density pixel type electroendoscope Al, the display 
area is slightly different. Therefore, a screen mask signal 
generation circuit 50 for outputting mask signals is also 
changed. Furthermore, unlike the electroendoscope Al, 

50 simultaneous reading from two lines need not to be per- 
formed by a CCD driver.B41. However, since reading at the 
most appropriate frequency is required, a dedicated drive 
circuit is formed in the CCD drivex.B41. Also, since the 
system clock required for each synchronization circuit is 

55 different, a synchronization signal generation circuit 42 is 
adapted for the electroendoscope B2. 

According to this embodiment, as described above, circuit 
data for a signal processing circuit required for each CCD is 
provided within the electroendoscope, and a signal prooess- 

60 ing circuit corresponding to a connected electroendoscope is 
formed on the basis of the circuit data. As a result, unlike the 
prior art, a dedicated circuit for each CCD need not to be 
provided beforehand within the camera control unit to make 
it possible to process signals from a plurality of CCDs, and 

65 signal processing most appropriate for the electroendoscope 
used can be performed. Thus, , one circuit can be used 
commonly and the scale of the circuit can be reduced 
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In addition, a video memory can be used commonly. The 
case where three or more different CCDs will be used in the 
future can be handled, and a new camera control unit need 
not to be added As a result, an endoscope system can be 
constructed flexibly, reducing the cost of the system as a 
whole. 

The second embodiment of the present invention will be 
explained below with reference to FIG. 6. 

The second embodiment concerns an example in which 
data ROM for recording circuit data beforehand is provided 
within a camera control unit and the method of loading 
circuit data is changed. 

An electroendoscope A51 having the high-resolution type 
CCDAll, or an electroendoscope B52 having the compact 
CCD.B12, is connected to a camera control unit 53. A 
subject image obtained by the electroendoscope and whose 
signals are processed by the camera control unit 53 is 
displayed on the TV monitor 5. Components which are the 
same as in the first embodiment are given the same reference 
numerals, and thus an explanation thereof is omitted. 

Resistor arrays 54 and 55 are provided within the dec- 
troendoscopes A51 and B52, respectively, to make it pos- 
sible to identify the type of the endoscopes. A control CPU 
56 for identifying the type of eleclroendoscopes, and a data 
ROM for prerecording circuit data corresponding to the type 
of the endoscope are provided within the camera control unit 
53. When the electroendoscopes A51 and B52 are connected 
to the camera control unit 53, the control CPU 56 identifies 
the type of the electroendoscope (the type of the CCD) by 
resistor arrays 54 and 55 provided within the electroendo- 
scopes. Namely, the resistor arrays 54 and 55, and the 
control CPU 56 constitute endoscope type identifying 
means. 

Based on the identified results, circuit data corresponding 
to the type of endoscope is loaded from a data ROM 57 
within the camera control unit 53 to the signal processing 
circuit 16 formed of a programmable FPGA, and an opti- 
mum processing circuit is formed for each of electroendo- 
scopes connected in the same manner as in the first embodi- 
ment As a result, image signals obtained by the CCDs All 
and B12 are subjected to signal processing for each CCD, 
and displayed on the TV monitor 5. 

According to this embodiment, as described above, large- 
scale circuit data is provided within the camera control unit 
beforehand and a signal processing circuit is formed on the 
basis of that data. Therefore, circuit data need not to be 
contained in each electroendoscope, and the electroendo- 
scope can be formed at a low cost 

The other operations and advantages of this embodiment 
are the same as in the first embodiment 

The third embodiment of the present invention will be 
explained below with reference to the block diagram in FIG. 
7. 

Data ROM in which circuit data is prerecorded is not 
provided within electroendoscopes A61 and B62 or a camera 
control unit 63. Circuit data is loaded to the signal process- 
ing circuit 16 via a control CPU 66 by using memory cards 
64 and 65 in which circuit data for each of the electroen- 
doscope are prerecorded so that a processing circuit corre- 
sponding to each endoscope is formed. Components which 
are the same as in the first embodiment are given the same 
reference numerals, and thus an explanation thereof is 
omitted. 

After the electroendoscopes A61 and B62 are connected 
to the camera control unit 63, the memory cards 64 and 65 
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are inserted into an unillustrated memory slot or the like of 
the camera control unit 63. The circuit data recorded in the 
memory cards 64 and 65 is loaded to the signal processing 
circuit 16 via the CPU 66. Thus, an optimum processing 

5 circuit corresponding to the type of the electroendoscope 
connected is formed in the same manner as in the first 
embodiment. As a result, image signals obtained by the 
CCD.A11 and CCD JB12 are subjected to the signal process- 
ing most appropriate for each CCD, and displayed on the TV 

io monitors. 

According to this embodiment, as described above, since 
circuit data is not provided within each electroendoscope or 
a camera control unit, an electroendoscope can be formed 
into a compact unit at low cost. Also, since various types of 

15 extended functions can be supplied in the farm of memory 
cards, various types of extended functions can be added after 
the electroendoscope is purchased, thereby increasing the 
system's flexibility. 
The other operations and advantages of this embodiment 

20 are the same as in the first embodiment The signal process- 
ing circuit may be formed so as to operate not only for a 
plurality of types of CCDs as in the above-described first 
embodiment, but also for a plurality of TV systems, such as 
NTSC or PAL system. 

25 Also, in order to operate for electroendoscopes whose 
imaging methods are different as in the surface sequential 
system endoscope and a simultaneous system endoscope, 
video memories required for both systems, and a control 
CPU are not changed for the imaging system of the endo- 

30 scope. A signal processing circuit may be formed of a field 
programmable gate array (FPGA) (an LCA is one type of 
FPGA). 

Hie embodiment constructed in the above-described way 
33 will be explained below. 

Hie fourth embodiment of the present invention will be 
explained below with reference to FIGS. 8 to 12. 

A camera control unit 70 of this embodiment is capable of 
operating in both NTSC and PAL TV systems, as well as in 
40 imaging systems based on simultaneous systems and surface 
sequential systems, and capable of operating for a plurality 
of types of CCDs. 

FIG. 8 illustrates the arrangement of functions when a 
simultaneous system electroendoscope for use with NTSC 
45 TV signals is connected to the camera control unit 70. Four 
field programmable gate arrays ((FPGAs (1) to (4)) 71 to 74 
are provided in the camera control unit 70. Each FPGA (1) 
to (4) is programmable on the basis of circuit data corre- 
sponding to the system of the electroendoscope. Namely, the 
50 arrangement of circuit functions changes depending upon 
the imaging system of an electroendoscope connected and 
upon the TV system in conformity with output signals. 

Each circuit of the FPGAs 71 to 74 is formed based on the 
circuit data output from the CPU 75. A data ROM 76 in 
55 which a plurality of circuit data is stored is connected to the 
CPU 75. The inputting of a mode signal for identifying the 
system of the endoscope to the CPU 75 from an electroen- 
doscope or the like causes circuit data corresponding to the 
mode signal to be read out and written in the FPGAs 71 to 
GO 74. The mode signal is supplied by the electroendoscope or 
the like. The mode signal is only required to identify the type 
(the number of pixels) of CCDs provided in the endoscope, 
the imaging system, the TV system or the like. 
When the simultaneous system electroendoscope for 
65 NTSC is connected to the camera control unit 70, the circuit 
of each of the FPGAs 71 to 74 is formed as shown in FIG. 
8. The FPGA (1) 71 comprises a synchronization signal 
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generation circuit 77, an automatic light-control circuit 78, the outline highlighting circuit 81 and thereafter ^corrected 

a white balance circuit 79, and outline highlighting circuits by the y correction circuit 92. 

80 and 81. Hie FPGA (2) 72 comprises a CCD driver 82 far In this embodiment, an image memory 95 is composed of 

driving simultaneous system CCDs. The synchronization a frame memory group of color difference frame memories 

signal generation circuit 77 is designed to generate a syn- 5 96 and 97 and a brightness frame memory 98 for storing 

chronization signal required for each circuit. A synchroni- color difference signals and brightness signals. Hie color 

zation signal generated by the synchronization signal gen- difference signals outputted from the 1H switching circuit 93 

eration circuit 77 is also supplied to the CCD driver 82 m recorded in the color difference frame memories 96 and 

which drives simultaneous system CCDs (not shown) pro- ^ The brightness signals outputted from the y correction 

vided in an extreme end portion of the electroendoscope on 10 circuit 92 w recorded in the brightness frame memory 98 

the basis of the synchronization signal. P 155 ^ FPGA (3) 73 without change. 

A i j , Writing and reading control corresponding to the simulta- 

A commonly used mosaic filter or the like of a color ncotIS f tem h ^ oimed & mc ^ n * mny 95 ^ mc 

difference sequential system is provided in the imaging memory corner 94 provided in the FPGA (3) 73. The 

plane of the CCD of the simultaneous system electroendo- reading of me mem ory 95 is controlled by the 

scope of this embodiment The structure of this mosaic filter i* memory controller 94 so as to conform to the frequency of 

is shown in FIG. 9, The mosaic filter comprises filters of four me ntSC system. 

colors: Cy, Mg, Ye and G. THe special characteristics of the ^ {4) ?4 fa fonncd of a ^ ^ g . ^ ^ w 

filter of each icoloi ' ^ shown inFTG. 10. The prmaplesof and a ^ ^ m Brightness ^ and ^lor 

color separauon of such cote difference sequential system sigttak m ^ framc manories 96, 97 

are shown in FIGS. U(a)-ll(g). 20 ^ blightncss f[am£l memoiy ^ m subjcctcd t0 

Signal processing in the color difference sequential sys- area mask processing which is performed by the screen 
tern wifl be explained with reference to FIGS. ll(a)-ll(g) signal 99 provided in the FPGA (4) 74. Then, 
^ the signals are converted from the brightness and color- 
In this system, pixels of two rows are added and read out difference signals into RGB video signals by the matrix 
one after another in the mosaic filter shown in FIG. 9. At this 25 circuit 100. 

time, rows of pixels, which are in odd-numbered fields, are The converted RGB video signals are converted into 

shifted from those in even-numbered fields and read out As analog video signals by D/A converters 101, 102 and 103 

a result, signals from odd-numbered scanning lines and and displayed on a TV monitor or the like. Hie RGB video 

those from even-numbered scanning lines are as shown in signals converted into analog video signals are also supplied 

FIGS. 11(a) and ll(fc), respectively. Color components of to an encoder 104. The encoder 104 converts the RGB video 

these signals from odd and even-numbered scanning lines signals into NTSC signals on the basis of a selection signal 

are shown in FIGS. 11(c) and 11(d), respectively. from the memory controller 94 and output them to a TV 

These image signals are input to a band pass filter (BPF) monitor or the like. 
83 and low-pass filters (LPF) 86 and 88. Color signal 35 Next, an example in which a surface sequential system 
components having a central wavelength of 3.58 MHz are electroendoscope for PAL is connected to the camera control 
selected by the band pass filter 83 and a detection circuit 84, unit 70 will be explained with reference to FIG. 12. FIG. 12 
and color signal components of 2R-G and 2B-G are illustrates the arrangement of the functions of the camera 
extracted as shown in FIGS. 11(e) and 11(g). Color signal control unit 70 when the surface sequential system electro- 
components of (3/2) G+B+R shown in FIG. 11(/) are ^ endoscope for PAL is connected to the camera control unit 
extracted by the low-pass filter 86. 70. 

Extracted color signals are converted into digital signals The CPU 75 identifies the type of endoscope, the TV 

by A/D converters 85 and 87, and input to the white balance system or the like on the basis of a mode signal output from 

circuit 79, provided within the FPGA (1) 71, in which circuit the connected electroendoscope and changes the circuit data 

the color signals are balanced. The signals are then outline- 45 of FPGAs 71 to 74. When the surface sequential system 

highlighted by the outline highlighting circuits 80 and input electroendoscope for PAL is connected to the camera control 

to a y correction circuit 90 which is formed by ROM tables. unit 70, a synchronization signal generation circuit 105, an 

After 7 correction is performed by the v correction circuit 90, automatic light-control circuit 106, a RGB gain adjustment 

the signals are delayed by 1 H by a 1H delay circuit 91. circuit 107 and an outline highlighting circuit 108 are 

At this time, a 1H switching circuit 93 and a memory 50 formed in the FPGA (1) 71. Also, a CCD driver 109 for 

controller 94 are formed in the FPGA (3) 73. By the 1H driving surface sequential system CCDs is formed in the 

switching circuit 93 switching between the signals which are FPGA (2) 72. 

y-corrected by the y correction circuit 90 and the signals The synchronization signal generation circuit 105 gener- 

which are 1H delayed by the 1H delay circuit 91, color ates a synchronization signal required for each circuit in the 

difference signals of 2R-G and 2B-G are obtained. 55 same manner as does the synchronization signal generation 

Furthermore, the brightness components of the image circuit 77 in FIG. 8. This signal is then supplied to the CCD 

signals are separated by the low-pass filter 88 having a pass driver 109 which drives surface sequential system CCDs 

band of 3 MHz, and brightness signals of 2R+3G+2B are (not shown) provided in the extreme end portion of the 

extracted. The obtained brightness signals are converted into electroendoscope. 

digital data by an A/D converter 89 and input to the 60 Since RGB image data is obtained by CCDs in a time 
automatic light-control circuit 78 provided within the FPGA series manner in the surface sequential system, the bands of 
(1) 71. The automatic light-control circuit 78 generates a the image data read out from CCDs are limited by the 
light-amount control signal for controlling the illumination low-pass filter 88. The image data is converted into digital 
light amount of the light source on the basis of the brightness data by the A/D converter 89 and input to the FPGA (1) 71. 
signal level to be input and sends out this light-amount 65 Signal lines from the A/D converters 85 and 87 are con- 
control signal to the light-source apparatus. The brightness nected to the FPGA (1) 71 on the board, but are not 
signals input to the FPGA (1) 71 are outline-highlighted by connected within the FPGA (1) 71. 
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The automatic light-control circuit 106 generates a light- 
amount control signal for adjusting the illumination light 
amount of the light source on the basis of the signal level of 
an input digital image signal and sends out the light-amount 
control signal to the light source apparatus in the same 
manner as does the synchronization signal generation circuit 
77 in FIG. 8. 

The digital image signal from the A/D converter 89 is 
input to the RGB gain adjustment circuit 107 where white 
balance and color tone are adjusted by adjusting the gain of 
the RGB image signal inputted in a time series manna. After 
the level of each RGB image signal is adjusted by the RGB 
gain adjustment circuit 107, the outline of each RGB image 
signal is highlighted by the outline highlighting circuit 108. 

At this time, a signal selector 110 and a memory controller 
111 are formed in the FPGA(3) 73. The RGB image signal 
on which outline highlighting is performed by the outline 
highlighting circuit 108 is y corrected by the y correction 
circuit 92 and thereafter input to the signal selector 110. In 
the case of FIG. 12, the image memory 95 is formed of a 
frame memory group consisting of a R frame memory 112, 
a G frame memory 113, and a B frame memory 114, for 
storing RGB image signals. The signal selector 110 inputs 
RGB image signals inputted in a time series manner to frame 
memories 112, 113, and 114 for each of R, G and B of the 
image memory 95. Although the y correction circuit 90 and 
the 1H delay circuit 91 are connected to FPGAs 71 and 73, 
respectively, on the board in this example, they are not 
connected within each FPGA. 

A circuit is set in the memory controller 111 on the basts 
of circuit data from the CPU 75 corresponding to the mode 
signal. The memory controller 111 controls the writing of 
RGB image signals in the image memory 95, which signals 
are based on the surface sequential system and input in a 
time series manner. Namely, RGB image signals input in a 
time series manner are made into simultaneous signals in the 
image memory 95. 

A screen mask signal circuit 115 is formed in the FPGA 
(4) 74. Screen mask processing dedicated for surface 
sequential system CCDs is performed on the RGB image 
signals which are made simultaneous by the screen mask 
signal circuit 115 provided within the FPGA (4) 74. 
Thereafter, the RGB image signals are converted into analog 
video signals by D/A converters 101, 102 and 103, and 
output to a TV monitor or the like. The RGB image signals 
converted into analog video signals are also supplied to the 
encoder 104 which converts the RGB image signals into TV 
signals of the PAL system on the basis of a selection signal 
from the memory controller 111 and which outputs them to 
a TV monitor or the like. 

Even the case in which each signal processing system is 
changed depending upon differences in the number of pixels 
of the CCDs provided in the connected electroendoscope 
can be handled by the CPU 75 which reads the correspond- 
ing circuit data written in the data ROM 76 and changes the 
circuity of the FPGA on the basis of the circuit data. 

As the camera control unit is formed of a FPGA whose 
circuitry can be changed as described above, a plurality of 
systems can be handled with a small amount of circuitry 
irrespective of differences in the imaging systems of the 
electroendoscope between the surface sequential system and 
the simultaneous system, differences in the TV system, for 
example, between the PAL system or NTSC system, or in 
differences in the number of pixels of CCDs. 

Many different embodiments of the present invention may 
be constructed without departing from the spirit and scope of 
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the present invention. It should be understood that the 
present invention is not limited to the specific embodiments 
described in this specification. To the contrary, the present 
invention is intended to cover various modifications and 
equivalent arrangements included with the spirit and scope 
of the claims. The following claims are to be accorded the 
broadest interpretation, so as to encompass all such modi- 
fications and equivalent structures and functions. 
What is claimed is: 

1. An electroendoscope apparatus which uses a plurality 
of types of electroendoscopes having solid-state imaging 
devices of different specifications and which performs signal 
processing in conformity with a plurality of signal process- 
ing systems, comprising: 

video memory means supplied with an output signal from 
any of said solid-state imaging devices, said video 
memory means being used commonly for said plurality 
of types of electroendoscopes and for said plurality of 
signal processing systems; 
signal processing means connected to said video memory 
means said signal processing means having a memory 
control function for writing in and reading from said 
video memory means, and a signal processing function 
for processing signals written in and read from said 
video memory means, said signal processing means 
comprising a plurality of programmable logic elements 
consisting of a field programmable gate array; 
means for recording circuit formation data for rearranging 
the formation of said programmable logic elements, 
said circuit formation data corresponding to at least one 
of said plurality of types of electroendoscopes and said 
plurality of signal processing systems being recorded in 
said means, and said circuit formation data being used 
for rearranging said programmable logic elements so as 
to render operative said memory control function and 
said signal processing function; and 
control means for rearranging the formation of said pro- 
grammable logic elements in said signal processing 
means based on said circuit formation data, said control 
means being used for rearranging the formation of said 
programmable logic elements based on said circuit 
formation data corresponding to the type of the elec- 
troendoscope connected to said electroendoscope appa- 
ratus and the signal processing system, thereby to form 
a signal processing circuit exclusively used for said 
signal processing means, 
wherein said field programmable gate array in said signal 
processing means is adaptable for processing signals of 
solid state imaging devices which vary in a plurality of 
different specification parameters, including number of 
pixels, 

wherein said field programmable gate array in said signal 
processing means is adaptable for processing signals of 
both a surface sequential imaging system and a simul- 
taneous imaging system, and 
wherein said field programmable gate array in said signal 
processing means is adaptable for processing signals of 
both a PAL TV system and an NTSC TV system. 

2. An electroendoscope apparatus according to claim 1, 
further comprising: 

a plurality of types of electroendoscopes having solid- 
state imaging devices of different specifications; and 
a video signal processing apparatus, having the plurality 
of types of electroendoscopes connected thereto, which 
apparatus performs signal processing in conformity 
with a plurality of signal processing systems. 
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3. An electroendoscope apparatus according to claim 2. formation data recording means and corresponding to each 
wherein the circuit formation data recording means, pro- electroendoscope is input 

vided in each of the plurality of types of electroendoscopes, 6- An electroendoscope apparatus according to claim 1, 

records circuit formation data of the signal processing wherein the signal processing means forms an imaging 

system corresponding to each of the electroendoscopes, and 5 element driving circuit corresponding to each of the plurality 

wherein the signal processing means forms a dedicated of signal processing systems on the basis of the circuit 

processing circuit corresponding to each of the eiectroen- formation data recorded in the circuit formation data record- 

doscopes when circuit formation data corresponding to each mg means. „ . „ 

of the electroendoscopes is input 7 * M electroendoscope apparatus according to claim 1, 

4. An electroendoscope apparatus according to claim 2, 10 whcrein , * e ^ Passing means forms a video signal 
further comnrisine- processing circuit corresponding to each of the plurality of 

signal processing systems on the basis of the circuit forma- 

endoscope type identifying means for identifying the type tf on ^ recorded in the circuit formation data recording . 

of a connected electroendoscope. means, 

wherein the circuit formation data recording means, pro- 8. An electroendoscope apparatus according to claim 1 

vided in each of the plurality of types of 15 wherein at least one of the plurality of logic elements forms 

electroendoscopes, records circuit formation data of the an imaging device driving circuit corresponding to each of 

signal processing system corresponding to each of the the plurality of signal processing systems, 

electroendoscopes, and wherein the signal processing 9. An electroendoscope apparatus according to claim 1, 

means forms a dedicated processing circuit correspond- wherein the signal processing means forms an imaging 

ing to each of the electroendoscopes when circuit 20 element driving circuit and a video signal processing circuit 

formation data corresponding to each of the eiectroen- which are capable of operating solid-state imaging devices 

doscopes in input. having different number of pixels. 

5. An electroendoscope apparatus according to claim 3, 10. An electroendoscope apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein the circuit formation data recording means is wherein the signal processing means forms an imaging 
formed of a recording medium, releasably mounted on the 25 element driving circuit and a video signal processing circuit 
video signal processing apparatus or the electroendoscope, conforming to a plurality of TV systems. 

in which circuit formation data of a signal processing system 11. An electroendoscope apparatus according to claim 1, 
corresponding to each of the plurality of types of electro- wherein the signal processing means forms an imaging 
endoscopes is recorded, and wherein the signal processing element driving circuit and a video signal processing circuit 
means forms a dedicated processing circuit corresponding to 30 conforming to a plurality of imaging systems, 
the signal processing system of the connected electroendo- 
scopes when circuit formation data recorded in the circuit ***** 
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